
LIBRARY AND LITERACY COMMISSION 

Tuesday, February 12, 2013 

5:30 p.m. 

LOCAL HISTORY ROOM 

PORTERVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

AGENDA 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

II. ROLL CALL   

 

Esther Figueroa, Chair  (10/2015) Allan Bailey, Vice-Chair (10/2015) 

 Rebecca Ybarra   (10/2013) Catherine E. May  (10/2013) 

Tamara Bishop   (10/2013) Carol Wilkins   (10/2015) 

Edith La Vonne   (10/2015)  

  

III. ORAL/WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS FROM PUBLIC 

 

All items not scheduled should be addressed to the Library and Literacy Commission at this time during 

Oral Communications.  Anyone wishing to address the Library and Literacy Commission should state 

their name for the record.  In order to proceed in a timely manner, please limit the duration of your 

comments to three (3) minutes. 

 

IV. REPORTS 

 

This is the time for the Library and Literacy Commissioners to report on advocacy activities. 

 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Consent Calendar items are considered routine and informational in nature and will be enacted in one 

motion.  There will be no separate discussion on these matters unless a request is made, in which event 

the item will be removed from the Consent Calendar. 

 

1. Library and Literacy Commission Minutes from January 8, 2013. 

2. Monthly Highlights 

Re:  Consider approval of monthly highlight report. 

3. Literacy Report  

Re:  Consider approval of monthly Read to Succeed program report. 

4. Chamber Ambassador Report  

Re:  Consider approval of monthly activity report from staff. 

5. Update second floor renovation project 

Re:  Informational report regarding the status of the project 

6. Update Tulare County Law Library 

Re:  Informational report regarding the draft MOU that was sent to the Tulare County Law Library 

Board 

7. Board Effectiveness Training 

Re:  Update regarding membership renewal and board effectiveness training 

8. Update on Mural 

RE:  Informational report regarding the status of the project 

9. Announcements  

Re: Informational report regarding upcoming activities of interest to the Commission.  

 

 

 

 



VI. SCHEDULED MATTERS 

 

1. Library Facility Planning Site Selection Criteria 

Re:  Continued discussion with the City Planner Julie Phillips about the site requirement process. 

2. JobScout 

Re:  Staff presentation of JobScout platform introducing basic digital literacy skills. 

3. Story Time Kits 

Re:  Staff presentation of Story Time Kits – new kits available for check out. 

4. California Public Library Advocates Workshop in Library Leadership 

Re:  Consider designation of a Commissioner to attend an upcoming “Guerrilla Advocacy” workshop. 

5. Commission Advocacy Opportunities 

      Re:  Consider the March schedule. 

 

VII. COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 

The Commissioners’ opportunity to comment on any item or issue that is under the purview of the 

Library and Literacy Commission that is not on the agenda. 

 

VIII. SCHEDULED ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

Agenda items for subsequent Commission meetings. 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT -  to the meeting of Tuesday, March 12, 2013 at 5:30pm 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the California Ralph M. Brown Act, if you need special assistance 

to participate in this meeting, or to be able to access this agenda and documents in the agenda packet, please contact the Office 

of City Clerk at (559) 782-7464.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable 

arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting and/or provision of an appropriate alternative format of the agenda and 

documents in the agenda packet. 

 

Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Library and Literacy Commission after distribution of the Agenda 

packet are available for public inspection during normal business hours at the Library, 41 West Thurman Avenue, Porterville, 

CA  93257. 
 

The mission of the Porterville Public Library is to be a visible learning center by providing literacy materials and 

services for all ages throughout our community for personal enrichment, the power of information, and the joy of 

reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIBRARY AND LITERACY COMMISSION 

Tuesday, February 12, 2013 

5:30 p.m. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

1. Library and Literacy Commission Minutes 

 

January 8, 2013 

 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 5:31 pm by Chair Figueroa. 

 

Roll Call:  Chair Figueroa, Commissioner Ybarra, Commissioner Bishop, Commissioner La Vonne, 

Commissioner Bailey, Commissioner May (5:37), and Commissioner Wilkins (5:38).  

 

Also Present:  Vikki Cervantes, City Librarian; Anthony Arellano, Library Supervisor; Julie Phillips, 

City Planner. 

 

Oral/Written Communications from Public:  None; one member of the public present. 

 

Reports:  Chair Figueroa reported that she and Commissioner La Vonne attended the December 18
th
 City 

Council meeting.  Chair Figueroa and Commissioner Bishop attended the TUTOC meeting. 

 

Consent Calendar:  Commissioner Bailey motioned to accept the Consent Calendar.  Commissioner La 

Vonne seconded and the motion passed. 

 

Scheduled Matters: 

 

1. Library Facility Planning Site Requirement Presentation.  Julie Phillips, City Planner, gave a 

presentation that included planning and zoning maps to illustrate the possibilities and challenges of 

locating a future library site.  She noted that none of the properties that are already owned by the 

City of Porterville within the downtown area meet the requirements, according to the information 

from the 2009 Facilities and Space Needs Assessment.  After the presentation Julie answered 

questions from the Commission and the City Librarian.  Highlights included:  finding a location that 

matches the needs; presenting options to City Council; the differences between starting with a vacant 

lot versus retrofitting an existing commercial property/building; the duration of the site selection to 

site development process; and creating a criteria checklist.  Julie agreed to work with an economic 

development associate to create a menu of currently available sites with location and cost 

information, keeping within the downtown and surrounding area.  She will prepare the results for the 

Commission’s 2/12/13 meeting. 

2. Commissioner Advocacy Opportunities.  Chair Figueroa recommended planning for January and 

February at this time.  Commissioner La Vonne volunteered for the City Council meeting on 1/15/13 

and stated that she would also be present at the 2/19/13 meeting.  Chair Figueroa will be a backup 

for Commissioner La Vonne on 1/15/13 as well as attend the Youth Commission meeting on 

1/28/13.  Commissioner Ybarra said that she plans on attending the 1/14/13 and 2/11/13 Youth 

Commission meetings.  Commissioner Bailey will attend the City Council meeting on 2/19/13.  

Commissioner Wilkins volunteered to attend the P&L Commission meeting on 2/7/13 and the Youth 

Commission meeting on 2/25/13.  Commissioner Bishop will attend the Youth Commission meeting 

on 2/11/13. 

3. Mural Project.  Chair Figueroa said that she understood that the mural was complete, pending a clear 

coat.  She asked if the Maintenance Agreement would have to be forwarded to City Council.  Vikki 

Cervantes responded that it did not.  The Commission inquired about the signatory for WildPlaces, 

discussed the cost and timeliness of maintenance, and suggested some minor revisions.  Vikki 

reported that she would have the City Attorney review and adjust the document before returning it to 



the Library and Literacy Commission.  She added that there is no deadline; the document is not time 

sensitive. 

4. Board Effectiveness Training.  The Commission directed Vikki Cervantes to check for available 

dates in the month of February, barring the 16
th
, and report back to the Commission. 

 

Comments from Commissioners:  Chair Figueroa asked about an update regarding the Law Library.  

Vikki Cervantes reported that the Law Library’s Commission would be meeting on January 14
th
 and that 

she could provide more information by the next Library and Literacy Commission meeting in February.  

Commissioner Bishop announced that the Inter Se Club has donated 25 children’s books to the library.  

Commissioner May stated that the Porterville Celebrates Reading Committee will have its meeting on 

January 17
th
 and that she would bring back information to the Commission.  Vikki added the library is 

available as meeting space should the Porterville Celebrates Reading Committee need a place to meet.  

She also announced that the library would be showcasing StepUp art in February. 

 

Scheduled Items for Future Meetings:  As previously mentioned. 

 

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 6:56 pm. 

 

2. Monthly Highlights    

 

January 5, 2013, the library held a Game Day in the Community room from 3 pm. – 6 pm.  Games and 

refreshments were supplied by the library including 2 Wii gaming consoles and numerous other board 

and card games.  There were 63 participants.  This event is for people of all ages and is scheduled to take 

place the 1
st
 Saturday of every month. 

 

January 8, 2013, staff conducted JobScout online resource training for Library staff.  

 
January 18, 2013, Summit Charter Academy 2

nd
 grade classroom visit.  Staff shared stories, library visit 

booklets, and service flyers.  There were 76 participants.  

 
January 22, 2013, Spring Rotary Ball group utilized the Local History Room for their monthly meeting.  

January 23, 2013, the Social Security Office staff made arrangements with the library to utilize the 

computer lab for online social security benefits enrollment.  There were 5 participants. 

 

January 28, 2013, Head Start Pre-school classroom visit.  Staff read stories & promoted programs and 

services.  There were 60 participants. 

 

January 30, 2013, E&M’s Reptile Family hosted a Benefit at the Porterville Library for the Sandy Hook 

Elementary School tragedy.  E&M Reptile performed a FREE show to help raise donations.  The benefit 

rose over $200.00 in donations.  There were 192 participants. 

 

January 31, 2013, “Carry out a Good Book” Reading Program ended.  There were 198 sign – ups.  Staff 

had a Pizza party for 69 participants.  

  

Staff conducted 1-Hour courses on the following Computer Topics:  
 

 January 5:  Intro to Word (English)  

 January 12:  Intro to Computers (English)  

 January 19:  Intro to Power Point (English)  

 January 26:  Intro to Excel (Spanish)  

 

 There were 17 participants for the computer classes. 

 



      Monthly Volunteer Hours 

 

 9 Volunteers:  104 hours 

 10 Community Service:  106 hours   

 

Tuesday Morning Story Times:  preschoolers enjoy singing, dancing, and books.  There were 230 

participants.  

Tuesday Evening Spanish Story Times:  preschoolers enjoy Spanish stories, Spanish songs and 

crafts. There were 26 participants.  

Wednesday Evening Spanish Story Time at Heritage:  preschoolers enjoy Spanish stories, Spanish 

songs and crafts.  There were 5 participants.  

Thursday Morning Boppy Times for Babies:  parents and their babies get to play and bond together. 

There were 12 participants.  

 

3. Literacy Report      

 

Read to Succeed Stats:  Tutors trained:  2  Learner assessments:  4       Tutor match:  3 

January 18, 2013, Read to Succeed Tea Time Book Club met.  Two participants attended and read short 

stories from the book Reflections.  

 

English as a Second Language Conversation Circle group.  The group utilized the Rosetta Stone 

software and continued working on vocabulary phrases, expressions and greetings.  There were 54 

participants. 

 

Learners’ Achievement Corner  

 

Jahangir G.  – English as a Second Language learner.  Jahangir passed his Citizenship Exam.  

 

 Bernard L. – Tutor Michelle shared that Bernard completed Focus on Phonics vowels and short 

sounds Level 1.  

 

 Josefina C. – English as a Second Language learner.  Tutor Michelle shared that Josefina has 

improved on her reading skills.  

 

4. Chamber Ambassador Report 

 

 January 9, 2013, staff attended an Ambassador luncheon at Randy’s. 

 

5. Update second floor renovation project 

 

Staff does not have any new information to report at this time. 

 

6. Update Tulare County Law Library 

 

The Tulare County Law Library will continue their review of the draft MOU during their scheduled 

meeting on February 11.  County Law Library Director Bernardo anticipates any suggested revisions to 

come forward for the Library and Literacy Commission consideration sometime after the meeting.  

 

 

 



7. Board Effectiveness Training 

 

Staff has made contact with Doris Lau, President of California Public Library Advocates (CPLA) about 

membership renewal and Board Effectiveness Training.  Doris said that the agency is going through 

some minor transitions with their new identity as CPLA (previously California Association of Library 

Trustees and Commissioners-CALTAC) which has caused delay of membership renewals.  However, 

Doris has provided information for staff to establish membership for our Library and Literacy 

Commissioners and staff has started the process.  Doris also forwarded our request for Board 

Effectiveness Training to facilitator Deborah Doyle. 

  

8. Update on Mural 

 

The protective anti-graffiti coating has been placed over the mural.  At this time, WildPlaces has not 

confirmed the acquisition of the mural plaque.  Staff has submitted the draft Mural Maintenance 

Agreement to the City Attorney for review. 

 

9. Announcements 

 

 Staff kicked off “Let’s celebrate ‘I Love My Library Month’ all through February!” on Facebook.  

This is an opportunity for Facebook followers to share a unique “I ♥ the Porterville Library” graphic 

to have staff enter their name into a drawing to win a Kindle.  

 The Friends of the Library have been working hard to reduce inventory in order to bring in new 

materials.  Their next sale is on Saturday, February 16, please help spread the word! 

 Staff has planned the March 1 – Read Across America “Dr. Seuss’s Birthday” Celebration and 

requests have been sent to the Commissioners seeking participation as guest readers.  If you have not 

responded please let staff know if you would like to take a reading spot, we are happy to provide the 

Dr. Seuss book. 

 The City Librarian has been invited to attend a Public Library Director Forum to be held March 6-7 

in Sacramento. 

 The Transaction and Use Tax Oversight Committee (TUTOC) has a scheduled meeting for 

Wednesday, March 13 at 6pm, in the Training Room at Fire Station #2, 500 North Newcomb.  

 Staff has attached an article “Not dead yet: Libraries still vital, Pew report finds” by David L. Ulin, 

Los Angeles Times Book Critic, published January 22, 2013. 

 

CITY COUNCIL 

 

 City Council will have a place on their Tuesday, February 19, agenda for the Library & Literacy 

Commission to report.  Commissioner Bailey has been designated as the spokesperson. 

 

SCHEDULED MATTERS 

 
1. Library Facility Planning Site Selection Criteria 

 

At the request of the Commission, City Planner Julie Phillips has agreed to continue the discussion about 

the next steps of site selection criteria.  Staff has put together a menu of available sites within the 

downtown and surrounding areas.   

 

This is an opportunity for the Commission to learn about the process so they will be informed decision 

makers. 

 

2. JobScout 

 

The library now offers an online platform designed to get people back to work by utilizing a self-guided 

interface.  This resource is designed to target those who lack basic digital literacy skills by using the 

innovative technology of social game design to engage users in educational activities that improve their 



proficiency of the internet.  Staff has put together an informational packet for you to take and share with 

others.  

 

Staff would like to provide a brief demonstration of JobScout for the Commission. 

 

3. Story Time Kits 

 

Staff has created eleven story time kits of various themes for public checkout.  These kits became 

available for checkout on January 23.  This is a unique opportunity for the parent, caregiver, and/or the 

early learning educator to utilize these inter-active kits in various ways from home to classroom. 

 

Staff would like to provide a brief demonstration of a Story Time Kit for the Commission. 

 

4. California Public Library Advocates Workshop in Library Leadership 

 

Staff has provided an attachment for an upcoming California Public Library Advocates (CPLA) 

workshop in Library Leadership: Guerrilla Advocacy – It’s a Jungle Out There! 

 

The half day workshops have been organized to provide an opportunity to attend a North or South 

section of your choosing.  The workshop is comprised of a guest panelist and/or presenters that will offer 

new views on advocacy for Library Trustees, Commissioners, Friends and Foundations. 

 

Staff has calculated the cost estimate for one Commissioner to attend: 

 Southern (3/2/13):  $18 registration, $130 (one night lodging), $205 (mileage) = $353 

 Northern (3/16/13): $18 registration, $190 (one night lodging), $295 (mileage) = $503 

 

Staff has identified available funds within the current budget to support this expenditure should the 

Commission choose to participate.   

 

Staff recommends that the Commission take action to assign a designee and to direct staff to make the 

necessary arrangements.  

 

5. Commission Advocacy Opportunities 

 

       Upcoming meetings: 

 P&L Commission – March 7 

 Youth Commission – March 11 & 25 

 City Council – March 19 

 

VII. COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS – comments on any items or issues not on the agenda 

 

VIII. SCHEDULE ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT – Adjourn the meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



latimes.com/features/books/jacketcopy/la-et jc-pews-report-on-libraries-is-upbeat-

2013 0119,0,1014616.story 

latimes.com 

Not dead yet: Libraries still vital, Pew report finds 
By David L. Ulin, Los Angeles Times Book Critic 

4:00 AM PST, January 22, 2013 

 

Perhaps the most groundbreaking aspect of "Library 

Services in the Digital Age," the report released 

today by the Pew Research Center's Internet & 

American Life Project is how non-groundbreaking 

its findings are. 

 

Based on "a survey of 2,252 Americans ages 16 and 

above" conducted between October 15 and 

November 10 of last year, the Pew report assures us 

that, even in the digital age, libraries continue to 

serve a variety of functions, with nearly 60% of 

respondents having had some kind of interaction 

with a library in the last 12 months, and 91% saying 

that "public libraries are important to their 

communities." 

 

As for the way these numbers break down, the vast 

majority of patrons (73%) still visit libraries to 
browse the shelves and borrow print books. In contrast, only 26% use library computers or WiFi 
connections to go online. 

 
That's not to say that digital services are insignificant; 77% of those surveyed by Pew said it was "very 
important" for libraries to provide free access to computers and the Internet, numbers that go up 
considerably in black (92%) and Latino (86%) communities. 

 
Nor does it suggest that library users are complacent; a big part of the report deals with "public 
priorities," with an emphasis on literacy and curriculum. 

 
"In general," Pew avers, "Americans are most adamant that libraries should devote resources to services for 
children; over eight in ten Americans say that libraries should `definitely' coordinate more closely with 
local schools in providing resources to kids (85%), and a similar number (82%) strongly support libraries 
offering free early literacy programs to help young children prepare for school." 

 
So what does this mean? Well, for one thing, I'd suggest, it puts the lie to the decline of the library, much 
like that of the print book. It's been tempting to see, in the rise of digital culture, some element of 
historical imperative, but the truth, or so the Pew report suggests, is far more complex. 
 

Yes, respondents would like additional access to e-books, but not at the expense of books on the shelves. 

 

4 Ways to Avoid Running 

Out of Money During 

Retirement 

If you have a $500,000 portfolio, download the 
guide by Fortes columnist Ken Fisher's firm. 

Even if you have something else in place, this 
must-read guide includes research and analysis 
you can use right now, Don't miss it! 

Click Here to Download Your Guide!. 

FISHER INVESTMENTS` 

advertisement 

http://latimes.com/features/books/jacketcopy/la-et
http://latimes.com/


They want both, which is, to me, a mark of the world in which we find ourselves, where old and new 
technologies exist side-by-side. 

In that sense, perhaps, the most astute observations here come from the library staff members asked by Pew to 
comment on the survey and its results. 

"We attempt to meet the needs of our community," one says. "Due to the fact that the needs of the community are 
very diverse, our services are also diverse. We have made room for many activities at the library such as tutoring, 
meetings, family gatherings such as wedding showers, study space or just a place to hang out." 

The role of libraries - as it is now and as it has ever been. Certainly, they are repositories for books, even if (in 
my least favorite bit of data here) 20% of respondents think print titles should be moved "out of public locations 
to free up space for other activities." 

But more to the point, they are community centers - not just for neighborhoods but also for the community of 
ideas. Libraries are places where readers and writers can come together, where we can have a conversation, 
where books and literature are not relegated to the margins but exist, as they ought to, at the very center of 
public life. 

Sure, there are issues facing libraries - insufficient resources, a divide between older and younger patrons - all 
of which Pew documents. At the same time, it's hard not to be hopeful in the face of the statistics in this report. 

"In my opinion," argues another librarian, "the idea of connection is what is most important. We are here to 
help people find their place in the community, provide access to information and services, and help people 
connect through the stories they love." 
 

ALSO: 

Has the e-book bubble burst? 

Lebowski lovers: The Dude and the Zen Master riff in LA 

Inauguration 2013: Richard Blanco's poem captures nation's hope, unease 

Copyright © 2013, Los Angeles Times 

 



Welcome All TRUSTEES, FRIENDS and FOUNDATION Members to CPLA Workshops 

2013 CPLA Workshop in Library Leadership 

Guerril la Advocacy - It's a Jungle Out There!  

North Section Greetings: 

BEN OCON, City Librarian 

 

DAVID LIM, San Mateo Mayor introduced by DR. 

ALBERT ACENA, Library Board President 

 

JOHN CHRASTKA, KEYNOTE,  founder of 

EveryLibrary.org 

 

Presenters: 

JOE SIMITIAN, Santa Clara Co. Supervisor 

 

ANN MILLER, Community Relations Coordinator, 

Solano County Library 

South Section Greetings: 

OWEN NEWCOMER, Whittier Mayor 

PAYMANEH MAGHSOUDI, Library Director  

 

 

JOHN CHRASTKA, KEYNOTE,  founder of 

EveryLibrary.org 

Panelists: 

 

MARY HOUSEL of Santa Maria, Guadalupe 

DAN ROBLES of Santa Paula, Blanchard 

SUE PAUL, Human Resources Director, Pomona 

 

 

 

Greetings from Interim State Librarian, Gerald Maginnity 

And Derek Wolfgram, President, California Library Association 

 

New views on advocacy for Library Trustees, Commissioners, Friends and Foundations. 

Saturday, March 2, 2013: Whittwood Branch Library, Whittier 

Saturday, March 16, 2013: San Mateo Public Library 

PROGRAM 

                        NORTH                                     SOUTH 

Registration                                                  

Greetings 

       Gerald Maginnity, Interim State Librarian 

                     Keynote Speaker -- John Chrastka 

          Joe Simitian, Supervisor                    Mary Housel, Dan Robles, Sue Paul 

Q&A 

Break 

         Ann Miller 

Derek Wolfgram, CLA President 

Break out groups 

Groups report – finish.

 

8:45 - 9:00AM 

9:00 to 9:15AM 

9:15 - 9:30AM 

9:30 - 10:15AM 

10:15 - 10:45 

10:45 - 11:00 

11:00 - 11:15 
11:15 - 11:30 
11:30 - 11:50 
11:50 - 12:30 
12:30 - 12:45 

http://everylibrary.org/
http://everylibrary.org/

